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Synopsis:

Tomas took it at face value when the people he trusted told
him that dragons were extinct. But when a mysterious
stranger tells him different,  
Tomas’ life is turned upside down.  
 
As he joins a secret society, Tomas realises he has more to
offer the world than he ever imagined. With his new special
power, Tomas befriends Ironskin- his very own dragon!  
 
But as danger and destruction threaten to ruin Tomas’ home,
he must work alongside his new friend to gain their trust and
save everyone.  
 
The first of a series of ‘Dragon Storm’ books, it’s an action-
packed, fast-paced and adventure riddled read!  



Brightstorm: Sky-Ship Adventure, Book 1 by Vashti Hardy
Return of the Wild by O L West
The Boy Who Grew Dragons by Andy Shepard, illustrated
by Sara Ogilvie
The Boy who Stole One Million Socks by James Warwood
Sky Pirates: The Dragon's Gold by Alex English, Illustrated
by Mark Chambers

If you enjoy this you'll enjoy...
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Reading curriculum objectives (LKS2) 

discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s
interest and imagination. 
Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that
they have read.

Vocabulary:

discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s
interest and imagination.

Retrieve and Record:

identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of
books.

Main ideas and summary:

drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying
inferences with evidence.

Making inferences:

predicting what might happen from details stated and
implied 
participate in discussion about both books that are read to
them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns
and listening to what others say 

Predictions:

checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing
their understanding, and explaining the meaning of words
in context. 
identifying how language, structure, and presentation
contribute to meaning.

Identifying, explaining and comparing:
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Key vocabulary

bellows 
pincers 
gleaming  
water trough 
soot 
glowered 
grinding stone 
fiery forge  

CHAPTER 1:

ceremonial
breastplate 
tunic 
braying voice  
indignant  
clambered 
lunged 
clanged 
yield 
sneered 
blacksmith 
skittered 

CHAPTER 2:

trailed 
clerk 
apprentice 
gentry 
quill 
deserted 
glinted 
blazed 

CHAPTER 3:

staggered 
peered 
uncoiling 
snout 
guild 

CHAPTER 4:

jowl 
summoned 
breed 
ushered 
dim 
clunking 
nimble 
swooping 
squabble 
parchment 
tensile strength 
mechanical
contraption 

CHAPTER 5:

LKS2

Dragon Storm: Tomás and Ironskin



Key vocabulary

clamoured 
flared 
harness 
recruit 
murmured 
leather jerkin  
bony crest  

CHAPTER 6:

weathered 
ridged 
rasping 
padded 
appraising 
prominent 
reared 
hind legs 
angular  

CHAPTER 7:

magnificent 
forge  
puzzled  
bonding  
aghast 
chattered 
dormitory  

CHAPTER 9:
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sniggered 
scowl of
disapproval 
jostling 
churned-up 
ambling 
sleek 
loping strides 
collided 
lurched 
hurtled 
trotted 

CHAPTER 8:



Key vocabulary

patted 
breathless 
deflected 
approvingly 
ajar 
wandered 
stumbled 
scowling 
fury 
harsh  
ablaze 
crackled 

CHAPTER 10:

aflame 
anguish 
croaked 
weathered 
forelegs 
deepest purr 
churned 
braziers 
snarled 
gaped 

CHAPTER 11:

bellows 
plunged 
observed 
jingling 
glorious 
casting 
scowling 
curious 
emerged 
hesitated 
beamed 
summon 
forge  

CHAPTER 13:
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helmet-plume 
spluttered 
wearily 
rummaged 
mangled 
wryly

CHAPTER 12:



Chapter 1 - Thomas & 
Chapter 2 - Captain Hork (Pages 1-20)
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Look at the verbs used to describe how the characters in
the opening chapters are talking- what does it tell you
about how the characters are feeling? 
Why do you think ‘Tom’s’ mouth fell open’ when he looked
at the face in the flames?  
Why do you think Tomas continues to check the flames? 
How can you tell that Captain Hork isn’t a good
swordsman? 

Making inferences:

Based on what you've read so far, can you summarise the
personalities of:  

Tomas 
Dad  
Hork  

Main ideas and summaries:

Can you write a social media bio for Captain Hork? What
would he want to tell the world about himself? 

In what order do these processes for making a sword
happen:  

plunging the sword into a water trough 
hammering the metal  
place it on a rack 
polish the sword
leave the sword to temper

Retrieve & record:

Why does Mum threaten Dad with eating with the pigs? 



Chapter 1 - Thomas & 
Chapter 2 - Captain Hork cont...

Chapter 1 - 2 Activity ideas
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In the first chapter, can you use the author’s description
to explain what Tomas’ dad does as a job in as much
detail as possible. 
Create a venn diagram of Tomas and his Dad. What do
they have in common? What differences are there
between them?

Identifying, explaining and comparing:

Write an instructional piece of writing about how to
make a sword, using the information in the first chapter.  
Write an internal monologue tracking how Tomas felt
when he first saw the face in the flames.

1.

2.

Do you predict that the story will be hopeful? Scary?   
What do you predict the relationship between Tomas and
Ironskin will be like? 
At the end of chapter 2, we are introduced to Malik- what
do you predict Malik wants to talk to Tomas about? 

Predictions:



Chapter 3 - Malik & 
Chapter 4- An offer (Pages 21- 38)
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Why do you think the author uses an ellipses after the
word ‘Incredible…’ on page 24?  
‘The hairs on the back of Tom’s neck rose.’ How do
you think Tom is feeling at this point?   
What do the dragon’s initial reactions tell us about
how it is feeling to be in Rivven? 

Making inferences:

Can you summarise this section of the book into three
bullet points?  

Main ideas and summaries:

(Share the three bullet points with your table, did they choose
the same three important moments?)

How is Malik described by the author? 
Find five past tense verbs on page 23 
Give two examples of expanded noun phrases that can be
found on pages 26 and 27. 
How is the white light described? 
Which word best describes Tomas’ feelings when he first
saw the dragon?  

Excited  
Shocked  

Retrieve & record:

Saddened  
Bored



Chapter 3 - 4 Activity ideas
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Riven is described as an ‘impressive sight’. Can you find
evidence to support that claim from chapter 3? 
Can you find an example of a metaphor used to describe
the woman?  
When Tomas first sees the dragon, he repeats the word
over and over.  
‘A DRAGON! A dragon! It was a dragon!’ Why do you think
he does this?

Identifying, explaining and comparing:

Write a diary entry that covers these two chapters from Tomas’
perspective- how did he feel at each point? Are there things he
would put in a diary that he might not say aloud?  
Recreate the meeting between Malik, Tomas and his Dad in
small role play groups.. At different points stop the action and
ask the characters to step out the scene and explain how they
feel at the specific point in the conversation.  

1.

2.

Give children the chapter titles for the remainder of the
book-  

Which order do you think they will come in?  
What do you think the narrative of the remaining part
of the story could be based on the chapter titles?

Predictions:

Chapter 3 - Malik & 
Chapter 4- An offer cont...



Chapter 5 - The Guild &
Chapter 6 - Summoning (Pages 39-61)
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Berin’s eyes twinkled.’ What do you think we can tell
about Berin from this?  
When Tomas is left alone to meet the other
apprentices- what can we tell how each apprentice
feels about Tomas? 
By the end of chapter five, do you think Tomas would
rather be with his parents or the other apprentices? 
Do Berin and Creedy get on?

Making inferences:

Summarise Tomas first day at the Dragonseer guild,
explaining the three key events and his feelings towards
each event.  
 Can you summarise the main reasons why the dragonseer
guild had to be formed?

Main ideas and summaries:

What are the five things that Angus does on the first page
of Chapter five?  
Find a synonym for the word dull on page 41  
Can you find an example of commas for a list on page 45?  
On page 46, there are two apostrophes used. Can you find
them and do they serve the same purpose?  
Why does the author occasionally use capital letters for
speech?   
Find two expanded noun phrases on page 57.

Retrieve & record:



Chapter 5 - 6 Activity ideas
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Why do you think Berin decides that the ‘sad story’ of ‘Dragon
Storm’ is ‘for another day’?  
When Berin leaves Tomas she winks at him- why do you think
she does this?  
What can you tell about the way the characters feel about one
another from the illustration on page 49? 
In chapter 6 an image of a shield is used to split up parts of
the chapter. Why do you think that the shield is used in this
way? 
Compare the characters of Erin and Kai.

Identifying, explaining and comparing:

A the moment we don’t know details of the Dragon Storm
battle- brainstorm, plan and write your own origin story of the
Dragon Storm Battle.  
Imagine Tomas had a phone to text his parents after his first
day at the Dragonseer Guild, what would he say in those texts?  
Draw a picture of what you think will be behind Tomas when he
turns around in chapter eight.  

1.

2.

3.

Stop reading at ‘How big was this building?’ on page 41. What
do you predict Tomas will see next in the building? Can you
draw your prediction?  
On page 56, Tomas is told he will have to keep the Guild a
secret from his parents- do you predict that he will be able to
keep it a secret? 
Who do you think is behind Tomas at the end of chapter six? 

Predictions:

Chapter 5 & 6 cont...



Chapter 7- Ironskin & 
Chapter 8- The Race (Pages 62- 85) 
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The image on page 64 shows Tomas meeting Ironskin
for the first time. What can you infer about the two
characters from the illustration? 
 Read the section on page 76 that begins, ‘The neat
order of the circle broke.’ What does this paragraph
tell us about how the dragons are feeling? 
Why do you think Ironskin disappeared? 

Making inferences:

Can you summarise this section into 30 words? Try to
make sure you include the important details.  
How about streamlining your summary further to just 20
words? 
What would be your ten word summary?

Main ideas and summaries:

Draw the dragon that Tomas sees using the description
from chapter seven.  
What is the first noise the dragon makes?   
How does Kai describe Ironskin when they first meet?  
Find an example of a simile on page 69. 
What does the word dawdle mean?  
How does Drun reassure Tomas after Ironskin disappears? 

Retrieve & record:



Chapter 7 - 8 Activity ideas
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What similes does the author use in his description of the
dragon? 
How does the relationship that Tomas and Ironskin share
compare with the other apprentices and their dragons in
chapter 8? 
‘It was like a shape in his heart that he hadn’t noticed before,
but which had always been there. It felt right.’ Discuss your
opinions about Tomas and Ironskin’s relationship based on
this quote.  

Identifying, explaining and comparing:

Ask the class to design and describe their own dragon using the
detailed description of Ironskin from chapter 7 as a WAGOLL  
Each child in the class writes down a true fact from the book
and an imaginary one. Can your class work out which are true
and which are false?  
 DT cross curricular link- create your own model dragon cars
that are able to race. 

1.

2.

3.

What was your prediction about the book from the front
cover? Or after using the chapter titles. After reading this
section, has it changed?  
Post-it predictions! 
Create a wall of predictions about what you will happen next
in the story.  

Predictions:

Chapter 7 & 8 cont...



Chapter 9- Space in your heart &
Chapter 10- Home (Pages 86 - 103) 
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How can you tell that Creedy doesn’t like Tomas? 
At the beginning of chapter 10, it says ‘memories of
Mum and Dad crowded into his head.’ Why do you
think the word ‘crowded’ is used? 
What clues does the author give that Creedy and the
shadowy figure don’t want to be seen talking?  

Making inferences:

What are the main reasons that are preventing Tomas and
Ironskin from bonding effectively? 
Summarise the thoughts that keep Tomas awake in
chapter 10 in three words.

Main ideas and summaries:

What do Erin and Tomas have in common at the start of
chapter 9?  
Find the subordinate clause on page 87 
How many exclamations are made on page 88? 
What word tells you Tomas is confused on page 91? 
What does Daisy look like?  
What events take place that leave Tomas lost?  
How is the shriek Tomas hears described?  
What traps Tomas’ Mum and Dad inside the fire? 

Retrieve & record:



Chapter 9 & 10 Activity ideas
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Can you identify different ways in which it’s clear Tomas
misses home in these chapters? 
What reason does Berin give to explain why Tomas and
Ironskin may be finding it difficult to bond?  
Why do you think Tomas repeats the question ‘How could he
choose?’ at the end of chapter 9? 
Explain how you know that Tomas is in great distress during
the fire at the end of chapter 10.  

Identifying, explaining and comparing:

Write a letter from Tomas to Ironskin at the end of chapter 9
explaining why he has to choose home over becoming a
dragonseer.  
Then imagine a letter Tomas would write to his parents about
missing home. How would these letters be similar, how would
they differ? 
Write a description of a fire using the end of chapter 10 as
inspiration. Focus on the colour, heat, smells and sounds.  

1.

2.

3.

At the end of chapter 9, it seems Tomas is left with an
ultimatum- Ironskin or his family. As a class take a prediction
survey on where Tomas’ loyalties lie and what might happen
next.  
Who do you predict that Creedy is talking to in the middle of
the night? 

Predictions:

Chapter 9 & 10 cont...



Chapter 11- Fire & Chapter 12-
Whatever you are (Pages 104-130) 
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Why do you think Ironskin says ‘well done’ to Tomas? 
Why do you think Malik is concerned about them
‘being out in the open’? 
Judging by how Mum and Dad are interacting with
Berin- what do you think they are talking about?  

Making inferences:

Chapter 11 is jam-packed with action. Can you summarise
the key events of the chapter in bullet points and use
them to identify who was the person who saved the day?  
Can you point out the five key events in Tomas and
Ironskin’s friendship so far?

Main ideas and summaries:

What does Ironskin tell Tomas he can do?  
What two things does Tomas remember about Ironskin?  
How many verbs can you find on page 107?  
What warning did Tomas’ Dad give him about fire?  
What can you hear and see from the description of the
scene on page 120? 
What did Hork’s soldiers do to fight the blaze?  
What does the word wryly mean? 

Retrieve & record:



Chapter 11 & 12 Activity ideas
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Why do you think that Tomas is able to focus on bonding with
Ironskin at this pivotal point in the story?  
Explain how Ironskin is able to save the day in chapter 11.  
On page 120, the author uses a semi-colon to split up a
sentence- can you find it and explain why? 
Identify Hork’s motivation for blaming Tomas’ Dad for the fire? 

Identifying, explaining and comparing:

An ordering activity- ask each child to write down the 6 main
events of these two chapters on a piece of paper. The child
then cuts these up and hands the pile to their partner. The
partner now has to put these events in order. Firstly, in
chronological order and then secondly, in terms of what they
believe to be the most important events of the chapter.  
Script the conversation that takes place between Mum, Dad
and Berin that we don’t hear in chapter 12.

1.

2.

As you near the end of the book, what do you predict will
happen in the end of the book?  
Class discussion: Is there a consensus as to how you think the
story will end?[Text Wrapping Break] Which is the most
popular prediction?

Predictions:

Chapter 11 & 12 cont...



Chapter 13- Dragonseer 
(Pages 131-140) 
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The author ends the book in the same place that it
started. Why do you think he chose to do that?  
‘’and felt again the space in his heart that was hers.’
What does this quote tell us about the relationship
that’s been formed between Tomas and Ironskin? 

Making inferences:

Create your own blurb for this book 
What would you describe as the key themes in the book?  
How would you summarise the message of the book in
one paragraph?

Main ideas and summaries:

Find two prepositions on page 131. 
How do we know that Lady Berin is in a good mood?  
Why was Drun happy to hear about Ironskin’s powers?  
What two things does Tomas remember on page 135?  
Why does Berin believe that ‘something is happening, or
going to happen, soon.’?[Text Wrapping Break] 
Why do you think Connor hesitates on the final page? 

Retrieve & record:



Chapter 13 cont...

Chapter 13 Activity ideas
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‘They headed into the old town as the sun set over the
city, casting it in an orange glow and long shadows. [Text
Wrapping Break][Text Wrapping Break]Pick apart this
beautiful piece of description from chapter 13 explaining
what you like about it.  
How has Tomas’ character changed since the beginning of
the book? What do you think he has learnt from his
adventure?  

Identifying, explaining and comparing:

Use the description signposted in the ‘Identifying, explaining
and comparing’ section to inspire your own setting sentences.
Begin with that model, replacing adjectives with synonyms
then spend time developing your own ideas. Maybe you could
draw pictures to accompany the sentences too!  
Complete a book review in written or podcast form. Who
would you recommend it to? What was your favourite part?
What other books have you read like it? 

1.

2.

Do you think Tomas is right to continue to trust Berin and
Creedy or do you predict trouble ahead? 
Reflect on your predictions throughout the book. Were
they accurate? What did you get wrong?  
What do you predict would happen next for Tomas and
Ironskin?  

Predictions:


