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Synopsis:Synopsis:

Jada’s granny has a dream. It’s not your usual kind of granny
dream! She wants to become a magician!  
 
Jada wants nothing more than to see Granny Jinks’ dream
realised. So as they perfect their act ready to attend auditions
hosted by the Magic Society- Will they be ready to perform?
And will Granny Jinks’ dreams finally come true? 
 
A story of friendship, family and following your dreams- this
fun-filled book will have you rooting for Jada and her Granny
until the very last page!  
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dream! She wants to become a magician!  
 
Jada wants nothing more than to see Granny Jinks’ dream
realised. So as they perfect their act ready to attend auditions
hosted by the Magic Society- Will they be ready to perform?
And will Granny Jinks’ dreams finally come true? 
 
A story of friendship, family and following your dreams- this
fun-filled book will have you rooting for Jada and her Granny
until the very last page!  



Family  
Friendships  
Forgiveness  
Courage  
Perseverance 
Home and school   
Dreams  
Teamwork  
Success 
Loss 
Memories
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Themes:

Sensitive conversations:

Discussions could arise about tensions at home
between family members.  
Be aware that the granddaughter/grandmother
relationship is the focus of the book. Not
advised if a child has lost a grandparent
recently. 
There are minor tensions between the young
characters in the book that may bring about
discussions on how to be a kind friend with
younger children
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Emmanuel's Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu
Yeboah by Laurie Ann Thompson  (Author), Sean Qualls 
 (Illustrator)
We're All Wonders by R J Palacio
The Book of Clouds by Juris Kronbergs (Author), Anete
Melece (Illustrator)
Some Kind of Happiness by by Claire Legrand
Julian Is a Mermaid by Jessica Love 
The Doldrums by Nicholas Gannon

If you enjoy this you'll enjoy...
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Laurie-Ann-Thompson/e/B00IIBJ4LE/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sean-Qualls/e/B004MP8QUA/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Juris+Kronbergs&text=Juris+Kronbergs&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books-uk
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Anete+Melece&text=Anete+Melece&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books-uk
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Key vocabulary

exclaimed  
handiwork 
mismatched 
toxic  
afro  
laced 
pharoah 
lolling 
ingenious

CHAPTER 1:

cautiously 
cluttered 
draped 
flourish 
unfurled 
concertinaed 
knack 
startled 

CHAPTER 2:

grimaced 
tassels 
accountant 
sympathetically 
pleadingly 
flustered 
mantelpiece 
crochet 
inwardly 
eagerly 
scrabbled 
nuzzled 
bemused 

CHAPTER 3:

enthusiastic 
hatching 
aced 
disappointed 

CHAPTER 4:

swishing  
perked up  
wrinkled 
tutoring 
identical 
merry  
longingly  

CHAPTER 5:
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Key vocabulary

fluttered 
muffled 
crumple 
flustered 
frazzled 
unravelled  
yarn 
muttering 
determinedly 
milling 
clamped 

CHAPTER 6:

sari 
defying gravity 
scoffing 
snootily 
narrowing 
triumphantly 
murmured 
haughty 
billowing 
drooped 
momentarily  
hoisted 

CHAPTER 7:

squirming 
shielded 
advanced 
protested 
fizzing 
hankie 
astonished 
smouldering 
accusatory 

CHAPTER 9:

snicker 
strode 
scooped her up  
breathless rush  
pride 
conjure

CHAPTER 10:
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pouted 
yelped 
scampered 
plantain 
fanning out  
twinge 
silhouettes 

CHAPTER 8:
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Chapters 1-2 (Pages 1-26) 
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In a nutshell

Dad has always told Jada that Granny Jinks is a little
‘extra’, but Jada loves her all the same. When granny
suggests sending in a video recording of a magic trick
as homework, Jada is unsure but can’t resist visiting
Granny Jink’s magical closet to get some props for the
trick. In the closet she spots a box labelled ‘The
Ingenious Jinks’s box of tricks’- magical Grandpa
Jinks’s old magic box. Together Jada and Granny Jinks
explore the tricks hidden inside the box- until Dad
(who hates magic) arrives home. 

Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and
suffixes 
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 
Using fronted adverbials 
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters' feelings,
thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying
inferences with evidence 

Curriculum objectives: 
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Chapters 1-2 (Pages 1-26) 
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The author and illustrator dedicate the book to their
grandparents. Who would you dedicate a book to?  
Why do you think Jada enjoys spending time with
Granny Jinks?  
What is the most magical place in your house?  
Have you ever discovered a place in your home that
you didn’t know existed?  
What do you think will be inside Grandpa Jinks’s box
of tricks? 
What can we infer about Granny and Grandpa Jinks’
relationship? 
What is your favourite trick of Granny Jinks’? 

Big Questions:
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Chapters 1-2 (Pages 1-26) 
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Use Appendix A to list and explore the many reasons
why Jada loves spending time with Granny Jinks. In
the first heart, list the things Jada and Granny do
together and in the second heart explain why she may
enjoy these things.  
A SPaG focussed lesson on the of fronted adverbials
in the chapter:  

Smiling,  
Once she reached the top,  
On the floor,  

‘In the last ten minutes’ activity- Ask the children to
use their inference skills from the first page of the
book to predict what happened in the 10 minutes
before the book began.  

Plan and write a narrative which tells the story of
how Granny and Grandpa Jinks met and their magical
adventures together.  
Use Appendix B to fill Granny Jinks’ empty wardrobe
with drawings of all the items listed in chapter one.  
Use a YouTube tutorial to learn a magic trick with
playing cards. You could then write your own set of
magical instructions on how to complete the magic
trick step-by-step. 

Lesson ideas:

Chapter 1:

Chapter 2:
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Chapters 3-4 (Pages 27-51) 
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In a nutshell

Dad has been at parents evening- Jada completely forgot! The
teachers were complimentary but mentioned that Jada wasn’t
answering questions in maths. Jada gets all flustered when it
comes to maths- a problem made worse by the fact that all
the Jinks family are naturally ‘problem-solvers’. Dad signs Jada
up for extra maths classes after school- something neither
Jada or Granny Jinks are happy about! The next day when she
arrives at school, Jada gets chatting to TIlda, a new girl. They
discover a mutual love for all things magical and decide to
audition for the Dalton Green Magic Society- even though it
clashes with Jada’s extra maths tuition. 

using and punctuating direct speech 
discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s
interest and imagination 
participate in discussions, presentations, performances,
roleplay/improvisations  
preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to
perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone,
volume and action 

Curriculum objectives: 
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Chapters 3-4 (Pages 27-51) 
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What do you notice about the difference between
Jada’s relationship with Granny Jinks and her Dad? 
Is there a lesson in school that gets you flustered or
shy like Jada feels in Maths lessons? 
Jada and Granny Jinks are both unhappy about going
to classes in the community centre. Are their reasons
for being unhappy the same? 
Do you think Jada and Granny will go to the
community centre?  
What makes Jada and Tilda a good fit for friendship? 
If you were to write the rest of this story, what would
you decide should happen to Granny Jinks and Jade? 

Big Questions:
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Chapters 3-4 (Pages 27-51) 
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Use Appendix C to highlight the areas in which Jada,
her Dad and Granny Jinks are similar and ways in
which they are different.  
In Chapter 3, Jada explains how she feels during her
Maths lessons in school. discuss the different lessons
in school and the way that they make the children
feel. Are there any ways you can ease uncomfortable
feelings for them?  
‘Jada gave her Dad her best nothing-to-see-here grin.’
Ask the children to write about what they think this
phrase means, when do they use a ‘nothing-to-see-
here grin’?  

Read the section of the chapter when Jada meets
Tilda. Rewrite this part of the story as a playscript-
identifying what each character says by the author’s
use of inverted commas. Act out your scripts too!  
Complete a ‘Map of Choices’ activities for Jada at the
end of the chapter. Put Jada’s name in a box at the
top of the page, then draw boxes below coming off
her name explaining the choices she could make at
this point in the story and the potential
consequences.

Lesson ideas:

Chapter 3:

Chapter 4:
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Chapters 5-6 (Pages 52-75)
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In a nutshell

As Jada arrives for her first maths tutoring session, she
is desperate to get Granny Jinks along to the magic
society auditions. But with Jada sat doing maths and
Granny Jinks attempting some knitting in crochet club
next door, it seems unlikely. That is until Jada’s maths
tutor has to leave for an emergency at home- could
Jada now pluck up the courage to ask Granny Jinks to
audition with her?

predicting what might happen from details stated and
implied 
use and understand the LKS2 grammatical terminology
accurately and appropriately in discussing their writing
and reading 
in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot 
using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express
time and cause.

Curriculum objectives: 
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Chapters 5-6 (Pages 52-75)
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If you could choose to learn about something new in
a lesson, what would you learn about? 
How would you convince Granny Jinks to go to the
magic society auditions? 
How can you tell that Jada and Granny Jinks are
dreading the classes? 
What is all the information we find out from Chapter
Five about Miss Mendel? 
Have you ever had a teacher who helps you to
understand a problem like Miss Mendel helped Jada? 
Why does Jada decide not to begin ‘fake sneezing’ to
leave the lesson?  
Is Granny Jinks having fun or difficulty in the crochet
club? 
One step closer to auditions, do you believe Granny
Jinks will audition now?  

Big Questions:
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Chapters 5-6 (Pages 52-75)
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A lovely discussion around pathetic fallacy presents
itself at the beginning of this chapter: ‘The gloomy sky
fitted Jada’s mood.’ Share a series of images of
different weather types and ask them to choose oen
and create a character and experience that matches
the mood of the weather.  
A SPaG lesson based on the author’s punctuation
choices in this chapter: ellipses, dashes and italics. 
Use Appendix D to complete Top Trumps cards about
each of the characters we have met in the story so
far. 

A SPaG lesson based around past tense verbs.  
A SPaG lesson based around the use of adverbs to to
express time or cause:  

distractedly  
haphazardly 
determinedly  

Write an entry in Jada’s diary detailing her morning in
Miss Mendel’s maths class. 
Complete a whole class prediction about what you
think will happen in the next chapter.  

Lesson ideas:

Chapter 5:

Chapter 6:
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Chapters 7-8 (Pages 76-103) 
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In a nutshell

The last set of auditions to enter the magic society
that year have begun and Jada has put Granny Jinks
down for a slot- now she just needs to tell her!
Granny Jinks is filled with self-doubt, surely she’d
‘look a fool!’ Some convincing later, TIlda’s trick goes
down a storm and now, as Jada introduces her
granny to the panel, it’s time to see whether Granny
Jinks really has what it takes!

Organising paragraphs around a theme 
In narratives, creating settings, characters and plot 
checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their
understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context 
drawing inferences such as inferring characters' feelings,
thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying
inferences with evidence 

Curriculum objectives: 
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Chapters 7-8 (Pages 76-103) 
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You step into the audition room with Jada- it’s alive
with magic. What can you see? 
How do the thoughts and words of Henry make Jada
feel? How do you know? 
Throughout the book the author puts some words in
italic text:  

Maybe I should have told her about the auditions
before? 

Why do you think they use italics? 
Granny has been so confident during the book so far,
what changes in chapter seven? 
How does Luna help Jada in this chapter? 
Why do you think the ‘Jinks Wink’ is important in the
story? 

Big Questions:

The Marvellous Granny Jinks and me



The magic society hosts lots of varied and interesting
members, you could use one of those introduced in
chapter seven or create your own new member of the
society- what’s their story? 
Complete a character profile of Henry that includes
everything you know about him from the text and the
things you can infer.  
In this chapter, Jada goes through a lot of different
emotions and thoughts. Use Appendix E to track
Jada’s ‘train of thoughts’ and the events that cause
the changes.  

A SPaG lesson focussed on the author’s use of
paragraphs.  
Granny is pulled in two directions in this chapter. She
would love to perform magic- it’s what she loves, but
will she be good enough? Complete the Appendix F
‘tug of war’ activity to explain the contrasting
thoughts Granny is having.  
Ask the children to take part in a SPaG dump
competition- you name a grammatical feature and the
class have to find and write down on paper as many
examples of that feature as they can from the
chapter. The winner gets to read the next chapter of
the book a day early! 

Lesson ideas:

Chapter 7:

Chapter 8:

Chapters 7-8 (Pages 76-103) 
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Chapters 9-10 (Pages 104-128)
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In a nutshell

After a nervous start, Granny Jinks brings down the
house with an incredible performance. Another
nervous wait begins as the judges deliberate over a
decision. But you can’t argue with greatness. Granny
Jinks makes it into the Magic Society, Jada could
not be more proud and excited about the start of
more magical adventures with Tilda and her granny!  

participate in discussion about both books that are read to
them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and
listening to what others say. 
use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and
building on the contributions of others  
read further exception words, noting the unusual
correspondences between spelling and sound, and where
these occur in the word. 
identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

Curriculum objectives: 
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Chapters 9-10 (Pages 104-128)
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 How is Granny Jinks feeling when she first steps on
stage? What are the clues?  
What plan does Jada have to help Granny Jinks’
performance? 
How does Luna help Jada’s plan to work?  
Was the performance a solo or teamwork? 
What were the different reactions to Granny Jinks’
performance? 
Why do you think Harry and Jada weren’t able to
become friends? 
Is it right for Granny Jinks and Jada to lie to Jada’s
Dad? 
Did you enjoy the story? What was your favourite
part? Is there a message you can learn from it? 

Big Questions:
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Chapters 9-10 (Pages 104-128)
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Use Appendix G to track the success of Granny Jinks’
trick throughout this chapter- What is going well?
What is going wrong? 
Storyboard Granny Jinks’ audition trick and use it to
create your own mini picture book. 
Look at the verbs used to describe the speech in this
chapter- how do these words help paint a picture
about how the characters are feeling? 
Return to your Top Trumps cards, would you alter any
of your scores? What scores would you give to Luna? 

Take the section of this chapter when the judge gives
Jada and Granny Jinks feedback- discuss or annotate
as a class the complimentary language used.  
Class discussion: If Jada and Granny Jinks told Dad
about the magic society, how do you think he would
react? 
Write a review of the book- who would you
recommend it too? Would you be interested in
reading more from the Granny Jinks series?  
Try out the magic tricks provided at the back of the
book! 

Lesson ideas:

Chapter 9:

Chapter 10:
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Appendix A
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Appendix B
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Appendix C

Granny Jinks Jada

Dad
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Appendix D

Name:

Age:

Magic skill:

Kindness:

Cunning:

Name:

Age:

Magic skill:

Kindness:

Cunning:

Name:

Age:

Magic skill:

Kindness:

Cunning:

Name:

Age:

Magic skill:

Kindness:

Cunning:
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Appendix D

Name:

Age:

Magic skill:

Kindness:

Cunning:

Name:

Age:

Magic skill:

Kindness:

Cunning:

Name:

Age:

Magic skill:

Kindness:

Cunning:

Name:

Age:

Magic skill:

Kindness:

Cunning:
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Appendix E
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Appendix F

Reasons for Granny 
to audition:

Reasons for Granny 
not to audition:
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